Next, a curve is fit to the estimated underlying individual patient data by maximum likelihood (formula not given here).
INTRODUCTION
Mean costs and QALYs are often calculated from time to event data such as overall survival and progression-free survival for economic evaluations. Here, we describe a more accurate method of fitting survival curves to summary survival data.
Step A: Estimation of underlying individual patient data 
CONCLUSIONS
• The method is always recommended for cost-effectiveness analysis when only summary survival data is available.
• The method yields accurate estimates of the uncertainty in curve fits, which are not available using the traditional methods of least squares or regression.
• The cost-effectiveness of health technologies can be substantially changed when the proposed method is used.
• An easy-to-use Excel spreadsheet to implement the method is available. 
